Bitterroot Valley Food System

Community Food Project (CFP) – Assessment and Planning

In a nutshell, our mission is to have more of the food that is consumed in the valley produced in the valley.   A community Coalition will assess the current food systems in the valley and design a more sustainable, local food production and supply system that fosters the economic health of our communities and farms, the social and physical health of our citizens, and the environmental health of our valley.           visit:   www.bitterrootvalleyfood.info      


Our Goals:   

A.     Improve access to fresh, healthy, locally produced food for low-income folks, schools, various institutions, seniors and residents in the valley.  
B.    Provide improved markets with a fair return to farmers to support agriculture in the valley.
C.    Stimulate the start up of new businesses in food production, processing and distribution.
D.   Identify infrastructure & facilities needed for a secure community food system.
E.    Identify policy changes that will enhance and support the above goals.


I.  The Assessment will:

    A.  Document the production of fruit, vegetables, seeds, starts, and other foods in the county,    include the history of same, and indicate where they are marketed.
    B.  Identify constraints to local food production, processing and distribution. 
     
    C.  Document the consumption of local foods in the valley, including those moving through school lunch programs, food banks, and other food services to needy people including seniors.
    D.  Investigate barriers, obstacles, and opportunities for getting locally grown foods into the schools and other area institutions.
     
    E.  Create a listing of all the food-related services in the county that could benefit producers, including slaughterhouses, certified kitchens, wholesalers, storage availability, processing facilities, compost facility, financial assistance for farmers, and opportunities for new farmers. 
    F.  List and describe government funded food programs operating in the county that benefit citizens and those that are used in area schools, hospitals, and nursing homes. 
   G.  Create a listing of all the food retail and donation outlets in the valley and map their locations.
   H.  Compile an inventory of the land used for production in the Valley and related water sources.  

II.  Facilitated Planning sessions will be scheduled when the Assessment Report is complete.   These meetings will engage the Coalition in developing a Plan for a secure community food system.  The Plan will consist of specific goals and recommendations to provide that the food needs of low-income people are met, to increase the food related sustainability and self-reliance of the valley, and to create an economic environment where diversified farming and processing of locally produced food is stimulated and encouraged.
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