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Ravalli County Community Food Assessment - - - School Education Survey

Dear Ravalli County School Administrator:

Greetings from the Community Food Project Coalition, a program of Sustainable Living Systems (SLS), working to build a local food system in the Bitterroot valley.  In 2007, SLS was awarded a grant from the US Department of Agriculture to conduct a community food assessment of Ravalli County.  The assessment will examine the factors affecting our current food system including economic, cultural, and agricultural factors.  The following survey will provide baseline information for this project.  Community support and participation is vital to its success.   We appreciate your time and effort in completing this survey.

Please return the survey to PO Box 53, Victor, Mt., 59875.  (www.sustainablelivingsystems.org) 
If you have any questions or comments regarding the survey or assessment, please contact Jill Davies at 642-3601 or email jill@sustainablelivingsystems.org.        Thank you.

Please check or fill in the appropriate response for each question. Write N/A for any question that does not apply to your facility.   If you are unable to answer select questions but know an alternative contact, please supply contact information.

School Name or District: _________________________________________________________________

Grade Levels: __________________________________________________________________________

Person(s) Completing Survey (optional)______________________________________________________


Note:  If you prefer, your name will be kept confidential.    [  ] Yes    [  ] No
Phone Number:___________________






Date: ______________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________

School Garden/ Greenhouse

1. Does your school have a school garden?

   � Yes

          What is the size of the garden?_________________________________________

          What is the location of the garden? _____________________________________

          Which grade levels use the garden? _____________________________________

  � Had a garden, no longer in use

  � Under development

  � No (skip to # 5)

2. Who coordinates the school garden?    [ ] Teacher/s   [ ] Parent/s    [ ] School Staff      [ ] Organization    

       [ ]  Other ___________________

3. What subjects are integrated into the garden education? (check all that apply)

     [ ] Math    [ ] Science    [ ] Literature   [ ] Social Studies     [ ] Art     [ ] Health    [  ]  Business/marketing  

[ ] Other ___________

4. What is grown in the garden?   [ ] Vegetables     [ ] Herbs     [ ] Flowers

     [ ] Other: please list: _________________________________________________________________

5. Is there an interest in starting a school garden?    [  ]  Yes   [  ]  No

        If Yes:  who shows the most interest in starting a garden?  [  ] Students    [  ] Teachers     [  ] Parents

6. Is there a school greenhouse? 

        � Yes    � No (skip to # 9)    � Available, but not in use (skip to # 9)

7.  If yes, please list the plants grown in the school greenhouse.

____________________________________________________________________________________

8. If yes, what subjects are integrated into the greenhouse education?

      [ ] Math    [ ] Science    [ ] Literature      [ ] Social Studies [ ] Art    [ ] Health    [ ]  Business/marketing

 [  ] Other ____________________________________

Food, Nutrition, and Agricultural Education

9. How many hours of nutrition education are taught per year on average? ________________________

10. Who is responsible for teaching nutrition education at your school? (check all that apply)

     [ ] School Nurse    [ ] Health Teacher      [ ] Home Economics Teacher

                [ ] Outside Organization     [ ] Nutrition Council      [ ] Other____________

11. Have you had visiting speakers in the classroom to talk about food, nutrition, and or agriculture?

     � Yes      � No (skip to # 13)     � No, but   �  please send a list of potential resources.

12.  If Yes, 

a)  What has the response from students been?

             [ ] Positive     [ ] Neutral          [ ] Negative

       b)  What has the response from teachers been?

             [ ] Positive      [ ] Neutral            [ ] Negative

       c)  Is this something you would do again?   � Yes    � No      Why or why/not? ____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Are there cooking classes (HomeEc) offered to students at school?    � Yes    � No  (skip to # 15)

14.  Are cooking classes linked with the school garden?

        � Yes    � No     � Not applicable, no school garden

Farm Tours

15. Have students at your school taken field trips to farms?

      [  ] Yes If so:

           What grades have taken these trips?________________________________

           How many students does your school send to a farm (on average)/year?________________________

           Which farms have you visited? _______________________________________________________

           Comments about the experience?: ____________________________________________________

    [  ]  No

16. Would you be interested in a list of local farms that offer tours to schools?    � Yes      � No

17. What do you do with your food waste?      � compost    �  trash    � other _____________________

18. Does your school have a recycling program?     � Yes      � No

       If yes, what is recycled?  ___________________________________________________

19.  What needs to happen in your school to promote education about local food production?

20. Do you have any comments, questions, or concerns that you would like to add?
CLOSING

Thank you for sharing your time to answer these questions.  We know you are busy and appreciate you taking the time to tell us about your experience and thoughts. 

21.  Would you like to participate in the Community Food Project (CFP) Coalition meetings that are held once/month on the 4th Thursday in the evening?       [  ]  YES      [  ]  NO

22.  Would you like to receive notices regarding the CFP activities and meeting times?   [  ]  YES     [  ]  NO

23.  If you serve local food, would you like to be listed with other institutions in the valley using local food on the Buy Fresh Buy Local page of the CFP website? (www.bitterrootvalleyfood.info)   [  ]  YES     [  ]  NO    

24.  Would you like to see the report on this research?   [  ]  YES     [  ]  NO

25.  Would you attend a public presentation on the research?    [  ]  YES     [  ]  NO

CONFIDENTIALITY

26.  May we use your facility name in the final assessment report?    [  ]  YES     [  ]  NO

Community Food Security means that…

… all people in the community at all times have access to

safe, healthy, and affordable food through a sustainable food system.

Please return Survey to our Hamilton Farmers Market booth or mail to:

Sustainable Living Systems



     PO Box 53



     Victor, Mt.   59875

www.sustainablelivingsystems.org   
Questions?   Call Jill:  642-3601   - or -    Janis:   375-5238
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