Minutes of CFP Coalition meeting - 12.19.07 - held at Human Resources Bldg,  4:00 p.m.

Attending: Project Co-Directors: Allen, Al, Laura Garber, Jill;  Bonnie Buckingham from Msla CFAC; Jane Shigley, Art Shigley, Laura Wathen, Katelyn Andersen, Joel Gallob, Gretchen Langton. 

Jill stated that USDA funds are not accessible yet, now 3 months tardy.  Excuse given is USDA and Dept of HHS (which actually handles the funds) are understaffed.

*** Mark your Calenders - - Next Meeting - CFP :   Thurs, Jan 10 - 7:00 pm - Human Resources Bldg, come in the north door on Pine St., as the front door will be locked.

Bonnie gave a summary of the Msla Coalition's accomplishments over the past 3 years.  
      They started with a Cmty Food Assessment in 2003 and 2004 which was not funded by a USDA grant, but by two departments at the U of Mt., led by Neva Hassanein of Enviro Studies Program, and Maxine Jacobson of Dept of Social Work, and had a lot of student workers involved.    
      Then in 2005 they applied for and received a CFP grant of $200,000, which will be used up in March of 2008.  They named their Steering Cmte:  Community Food and Agriculture Coalition (CFAC) and hired a coordinator, Bonnie.  The 21 person Coalition has diverse representation from the community.  They have monthly meetings.  Out of this they have developed several projects aimed at developing both markets and production in Msla Co.:   their website:  www.umt.edu/cfa    

  - - bi-annual newsletter - each Fall and Spring
  - - 2 annual Harvest Festivals in the Fall
  - - EBT Food Stamp program for use at Farmers' Markets
  - - Buy Fresh Buy Local project for restaurants
  - - Farm to School Program (K-8), organizing all-Montana meals (x2), fruits in the fall, taste tests and classroom demonstrations of cooking with fresh foods.   Also, in collaboration with Garden City Harvest, promoting school gardens.
  - - BEANS, Blending Education, Agriculture and Nutrition in the Schools
  - - Real Meals (in collaboration with Womens' Economic Justice Group), once a month women prepare a local meal together, using foods from cmty garden.
  - - Food Bank assistance and special project to offer grass fed turkeys (75 turkeys, 2 years)
  - - N Msla Food Coop - purchased their building (warehouse type) and subsidized 200 members at a membership fee of $125.
  - - 2 Research Projects:  Economic Viability of Farming in Msla County; and Land Links - connecting would be farmers with land owners, by Paul Hubbard.
  - - Land Links Project - now seeking funding
  - - Food Insecurity Project - making policy recommendations to government
  - - Finding Solutions to Food Insecurity (FSFI) Project - research to understand low-income folks' needs and overcome obstacles to obtaining healthy food
  - - Incubator Farm Project - now being explored.
They are now recognized as a Food Policy Council and are asked to comment on subdivisions and other policies affecting land use.

Bonnie then gave a summary of the process they went through for their Assessment:
    They followed the guide: What's Cooking in Your Food System which can be obtained from the Community Food Security Coalition:   www.foodsecurity.org   (I ordered one just now)
     Step 1:  they formed a coalition of diverse entities in the community and asked them to formulate questions re/ what they wanted to know about their food system.   The got 50 questions, and grouped them into categories, and then formulated 2 main questions that summarized them.   The questions are in their assessment report: Food Matters, which is available on their website.  
     Step 2:  They developed two main surveys, one for producers - a telephone interview, one for consumers - a written survey (these are attached) and held a focus group for special groups (like the Hmong and 2 groups of low-income folks).   The survey instruments included:  phone interviews, mall intercept of shoppers, and focus groups to gather information.

 We then discussed our plans for the next meeting of Jan 10.     
        
Next Meeting: CFP:  Thurs, Jan 10 - 7:00 pm - Human Resources Bldg, come in the north door on Pine St., as the front door will be locked.

