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Soils Acreage Data - Overall

Descri Approx. Acres  Land Type
Farmland of statewide importance 767554 PRIVATE
Prime farmland if iigated 1527841 PRIVATE
Fanmland of statewide importance 0 FEDERAL
Prime farmland if iigated 227 FEDERAL
Fanmland of statewide importance 15162 STATE
Prime farmland if iigated 4108 STATE

Total Acres: 2314011

Approximately 23,149 out of 26,150 Acres (88.5%)
of total soils area remain after subtracting area
features listed below.

Soils Acreage Data - Conservation Easements
Description Approx. Acres  Land Type
14.98

Farmland of statewide importance CONSRV
Prime farmland f imigated 122.16  CONSRV.

Total Acres: 137.12
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Feature Type Classification; Buffer/Size
Cadastral Parcels dlassifled as School, Fire or Medical

Cadastral Parcels with acreage <= 112 Acre

Cadastral Commercial properiies based on CAMAdata

Cadastral Gravel Pits digitized and selected from cadastral

Transportation  Rallroads; Buffered to 100"

Transportation  Roads classifled as Federal or State; Buffered to 100
Transportation  Roads classified as County; Buffered to 80"

Transportation  Roads classifled as City; Buffered to 60"

Transportaion  Roads classifled as Private, Buffered to 30°

Hydrography. River; All

Hydrography Classified as Major Canals; Buffered at 100"

Hydrography. NWILayer from NRIS.MT.GOV; Type Code

Recreation Parks

Structures Within incorporated areas & Sewer Districts; Buffered to 1/4 Acre
Structures Outside Incorporated areas; Buffered to 172 acre

Approximately 3000 Acres (12%) of total soils area were
removed using these features.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soils data
was obtainted from http:/nris.mt.govinrcs/solls/.
Datais current as of February 2008. The data relevant to this map
has its southern-most extent in approximately the middie
of Township 04 North. Data is updated on a regular basis.

The accuracy of the digital soils data is based upon their
compilation to base maps that meet National Map
Accuracy Standards at a scale of 1 inch equals 1,000
feet. The difference in positional accuracy between the
soil boundaries and special soil features locations in the
field and their digitized map locations is unknown. The
locational accuracy of soil delineations on the ground varies
with the transition between map units.*

* Source: NRCS Soils Metadata

The material displayed on this page is informational and should be used
for reference only. No reliance should be placed thereon without
verification by the user. Ravalli County does not warrant that the

information is either complete or accurate. No representation,
warranties or covenants of any kind are made by Ravall County.
Before acting on the information contained on this page the user
should consut the official record.
Printed: December, 2008







Definitions:  Soils of Agricultural Importance:

Agricultural soils occupy only a small portion, about 1.5%, of the total land area in Ravalli County, and about 6.7% of the private land area.   Federal lands (mainly Forest Service) are nearly 1.2 million acres, non-federal lands are about 344,000 acres, and farmland soils are 23,150 acres.   The best soils are located on the valley floors, with level, well-drained ground, which is also the most attractive for development.    

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) evaluates soils to assess their ability to support agriculture.  The soils are classified into two major categories as shown on the map and are defined below in descending order of their value for agriculture.

Prime farmland

These lands are of the highest quality and the most suitable for producing food, forage, fiber, and/or oilseed crops.  They tend to be flat, with slopes of zero to six percent, have few rocks, are permeable to air and water, have an adequate growing season and do not erode easily.   In our area the moisture for growing crops must be supplied through irrigation.   The loss of prime farmland puts pressure on lands that are less productive and more vulnerable.
Farmland of Statewide Importance

State agencies define and identify these areas as being important from a statewide perspective.  Generally, these soils nearly meet the criteria for prime farmland, producing high crop yields when managed properly.  


There is a growing recognition among policy makers and local food advocates that our agricultural soils are a finite and irreplaceable resource.  Fertile soils take thousands of years to develop.  The best agricultural soils are loams, with a balanced mix of sand, silt, and clay particles, organic matter, roots, and small organisms.  Loams have what farmers refer to as “good tilth.”   Loams also have a favorable porosity that stores moisture but drains excess water.  Well-managed agricultural land not only has productive capacity, it also provides ecosystem services like flood control, groundwater recharge, and wildlife habitat.    Farmlands have social, economic, ecological, cultural and historic value for the community.  Strategies that protect the land base can be combined with those that ensure producers can access land and also promote markets for local food as a way to improve farm viability.

